
2015 Math-O-Vision Rules  
 
Dartmouth CollegeÕs Neukom Institute for Computational Science and the Department of 
Mathematics invite high school students to create movies that are a maximum of four 
minutes and tell original stories inspired by mathematics. For example, explore creative 
explanations of mathematical ideas or show the ways in which math appears in the 
world: in technology, nature, or the arts. See the world through mathematical eyes, think 
about things mathematically, and communicate that creative and mind-expanding view of 
the world in an engaging and visual manner: Explore Math-O-Vision. Bring ÒMath-O-
VisionÓ to life! 
 

¥ dates & deadlines  
 
 
Contest Period Begin Date & Time End Date & Time 

ENTRY PERIOD 11:59:59 a.m. ET - 
11/3/14  

11:59:59 a.m. ET Ð 
4/1/15 

CLASSROOM REGISTRATION 
PERIOD 

October 2014 April 20, 2015 

FINALIST SELECTION & VETTING 
PERIOD  

11:59:59 a.m. ET Ð 
4/1/15 

11:59:59 p.m. ET Ð 
4/11/15 

STUDENT VIEWING & VOTING 
PERIOD 

11:59:59 a.m. ET Ð 
4/21/15 

11:59:59 a.m. ET Ð 
5/1/15 

WINNERS ANNOUNCED  mid May 2015 

 

 

Rules  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
1. Eligibility  
Entries can be submitted by either individuals or groups (e.g., a math class or an 
animation class at a high school). In any case, all named contestants submitting the 
entry (ÒEntrantÓ) to the Math-O-Vision Contest (ÒContestÓ) must be legal residents of the 
50 United States or the District of Columbia, and be at least 13 years of age. Entrants to 
the ÒHigh SchoolÓ category must be enrolled in an accredited U. S. High School or Home 
School program. Entrants to the ÒPublicÓ category must not be enrolled in an accredited 
U. S. High School or Home School program. Contest is void where prohibited by law. 
There is no limit to the number of films that an Entrant can enter into the contest. 
 
 



 
 
2. Contest Entry  
The Contest begins at about 11:59:59 a.m. ET on 11/3/14 and ends the week of 5/18/15. 
All Entries must be received by 11:59:59 a.m. ET on 4/1/15. Dartmouth CollegeÕs 
computer is the official clock for this Contest. To enter, go to www.Math-O-
Vision.com and follow the instructions (which are a part of the Official Rules and are 
incorporated herein for reference) to submit your entry. An ÒEntryÓ consists of an 
EntrantÕs registration information and movie. See below for details regarding movie 
content, formatting and other entry requirements and restrictions. 

 A. Registration: You must complete the Math -O-Vision  Contest Registration in 
order to enter.  

Fill out the online entry form on the Contest Website completely. By submitting an 
Entry, each Entrant demonstrates that he/she is eligible based on the 
aforementioned criteria. 

B. Movie Content:  

Each EntrantÕs Movie must be a story inspired by or related to mathematics.  

C. Additional Movie Requirements:   

(i)             Movie must be an original submission created for this Contest; DO NOT 
COPY THE WORK OF OTHERS. 

(ii)           Movie must not violate any law or regulation. 

(iii) Entrant must have all the rights in and to the content of the Entry or 
written permission to include the content owned by others.   

(iv)          Movie must not violate or infringe any right of any third party, including but 
not limited to intellectual property rights.  These include but are not limited 
to rights of copyright, trademark or patent, or rights of publicity or privacy. 
This includes any trademark, tradename or logo of any third party or 
naming/referencing/depicting a third party (living or dead) without his/her 
written consent. 

(v) Entrant must have the written consent of each person whose name or 
likeness appears in the Video (including the videographer, if other than 
Entrant) granting the Entrant the right to include such personÕs name or 
likeness. If such person is under 18 years of age, such written permission 
must be obtained from the personÕs parent/legal guardian. 

(iv)         Movie must not (a) be defamatory, slanderous, libelous or obscene or 
portray any person in a false light; (b) be sexually explicit or suggestive, 
obscene, derogatory of any ethnic, racial, gender, religious, professional 
or age group; (c) promote any particular political agenda or message; (d) 
disparage Sponsor, its parent or related entities or persons, or any other 
party; (e) contain acts of violence or aggression; (f) include firearms or 



other weapons, consumption of alcoholic beverages, or illegal conduct; 
(g) contain any personal information, such as personal names or e-mail 
addresses; or (h) be otherwise inappropriate, objectionable, or unsuitable 
for the uses contemplated in these Official Rules as determined by the 
Sponsor in its sole discretion.  

(v)           Movie must not have been submitted in any other competition or contest 
or previously distributed, disseminated or publicized. 

(vi)          Movie must not contain any virus, bugs, or other deleterious material. 

An Entry that violates any of the requirements set forth above may be disqualified at the 
SponsorÕs sole discretion. 

  
D. Movie Formatting Requirements:  

        (i)      Movie will be entered on a designated YouTube location, and the Entrant 
will submit a working link on the Math-O-Vision registration form. It is the 
EntrantÕs responsibility to make sure that the link is working. 

(ii)   Movie must be no more than four (4) minutes in length. 

(iii)        Movie must be in one (1) of the following formats:  AVI, MOV, MP4, 
MPEG/MPG, WMV. 

(iv)           Movie resolution must be no lower than 400x300. 

(v)            Movie file cannot exceed 200MB in size. 

  

E. Additional Entry Restrictions:  

(i)             There is no limit to the number of entries a person or group can submit. 

 (ii)        Partial or incomplete/piecemeal submissions (e.g., submission of 
registration without Video; submission of Video without registration) will 
NOT be accepted. 

 (iii)         It is the sole responsibility of the Entrant to notify the Math-O-Vision 
Sponsor (through an email to DartmouthÕs Neukom Institute for 
Computational Science Ð as given on the Contest web site) if Entrant 
changes his/her e-mail address during the registration process. 

(iv)          Once submitted, Video cannot be modified by Entrant. 

(v)        Receipt of Entries will not be acknowledged, nor will Entries be returned. 

  
  
Without any limitation of the Contest WebsiteÕs Terms of Use, each Entrant further 
expressly acknowledges that Sponsor does not owe him/her a duty of confidence (or 



fiduciary duty of the like) with regard to his/her Entry/Movie and that Sponsor has wide 
access to ideas, brand names, tag lines, photos, videos, movies, designs and other 
literary/artistic materials submitted to it from outside sources or being developed by its 
own  employees and that such ideas/brand names/tag lines 
/photos/videos/designs/literary/artistic materials may be competitive with, similar to (or 
even identical to) the Entry/Movie submitted by Entrant and that Sponsor shall have no 
liability to Entrant or any third party in conjunction therewith. 

  
If a Movie cannot be viewed by Sponsor for any reason whatsoever, that Movie shall be 
disqualified (and the ÒReleased Parties,Ó as defined below, will not be responsible or 
liable for any such inability to view Movie). 

Sponsor reserves the right to require Entrant to provide proof of having obtained all 
permissions required by these Rules in a form acceptable to Sponsor. Failure to provide 
such proof, if requested, may result in disqualification at SponsorÕs sole discretion. 
Without limiting the foregoing, potential finalists must furnish proof of such consents in a 
form satisfactory to Sponsor as a condition of being confirmed as a finalist as set forth in 
Section 5 below. Should a potential finalist fail to furnish such proof in a form acceptable 
to Sponsor, Entrant/potential finalist understands and agrees that he/she will be 
disqualified from being a finalist and will forfeit the opportunity to possibly win a prize. 

Sponsor makes the final determination as to which Entries are eligible to take part in this 
Contest. 

An Entry which violates any of the requirements set forth above may be disqualified at 
SponsorÕs sole discretion. 

Sponsor makes the final determination as to which Entries are eligible to take part in this 
Contest. 

  

3. Grant of Rights:   

Without limiting any of the rights granted pursuant by the Contest WebsiteÕs Terms of 
Use, by entering this Contest, each Entrant irrevocably grants to Sponsor a perpetual, 
non-exclusive, irrevocable, fully-paid, royalty-free, sub-licensable and transferable (in 
whole or part) worldwide license to use, reproduce, transmit, display, exhibit, distribute, 
index, comment on, create derivative works based upon, perform and otherwise exploit 
such submission, in whole or in part, in all media formats and channels now known or 
hereafter devised (including on Sponsor’s sites, on third party web sites, on broadcast 
and cable networks and stations, on broadband and wireless platforms, products and 
services, on physical media, and in theatrical release) for any and all purposes including 
entertainment, news, advertising, promotional, marketing, publicity, trade or commercial 
purposes, all without further notice, and without the requirement of any permission from 
or payment to the Entrant or to any other person or entity. Without limiting the foregoing 
and the Contest Website’s Terms of Use, by entering this Contest, each Entrant 
irrevocably grants to Sponsor the perpetual right to edit, supplement or modify the Entry 
in any way the Sponsor may determine and for any reason, including but not limited to, 
in order to broadcast the Entry on-air or online, incorporating or appending tune-in 



messaging, for creative reasons, for technical reasons, to comply with SponsorÕs 
broadcast standards and practices, or in order to convert the Entry into a broadcast-
quality video for public voting and potential on-air broadcast. 

By submitting an Entry, and to the full extent permitted by law, each Entrant grants 
Sponsor and its designees the right to use his/her name, biographical information, voice, 
performance, photograph/video, life story, image and/or likeness for programming, 
advertising, publicity and promotional purposes in any and all media, now or hereafter 
known, worldwide and in perpetuity, without compensation or additional consents and 
without prior notice, approval or inspection, and to execute specific written consent to 
such use if asked to do so.  

 Such Grant of Rights will be confirmed by each potential finalist upon SponsorÕs request 
and potential finalists agree to sign any and all necessary confirming documents without 
compensation of any kind (other than potential receipt of the prize). See Section 4 below 
for winner selection process. 

4. Process:   

Entry Period: Upon submission, all movies will be screened according to the criteria 
listed in Sections 1 and 2. Movies that satisfy the contest criteria will be collected on the 
Math-O-Vision YouTube channel and the Math-O-Vision website on the ÒGalleryÓ page 
and will possibly be shown as the ÒFeatured MovieÓ on the Math-O-Vision website. 
Entries may be promoted to the “Featured Movie” area on the Math-O-Vision website by 
members of the judging committee or by Sponsor.  
 
Finalist Selection Period: At the end of Entry Period (4/1/15) a group of movies 
(ÒFinalistsÓ) will be selected and vetted for the Student Viewing & Voting Period 
according to the process explained in Section 5. All movies in the Finalist Selection 
Period will be presented for the judges to watch, and finalists will be selected according 
to methods as listed in Section 5.   
 
Voting Period:  
 
 
5. Judging :  

Winner  Selection  and Judging Criteria  

On or around 4/1/15 the movies will be judged and ranked by the judges according to  

(A) Creativity/Originality (25%) 

(B) Relevance to Mathematics (25%) 

(C) Quality (25%) 

(D) Ability to Engage Various Audiences (25%) 

 
Finalist Selection   



 
Beginning on or around 4/12/15, judges will select approximately fifteen (15) movies 
based on the above criteria to move on to be viewed and voted on by eligible classrooms 
during the voting period beginning 5/1/15. 
 
The Viewing & Voting period will open at 11:59:59 AM ET on 5/1/15 to classrooms that 
have registered to participate in the voting. Voting classrooms will select and rank from 
the JudgesÕ finalist selections (each ÒFinalistÓ as determined by the judges.  Finalists 
are subject to verification of compliance with Official Rules and execution of the Finalist 
Documents as set forth below.  Finalists will then be ranked and classrooms will select 
the top three (ÒFirst,Ó ÒSecond,Ó and ÒThird) places to be selected as winners. 
 
In the event of a tie in the Final Round of voting, the Entry from among all such tied 
Entries with the higher/highest score in the ÒRelevance to MathematicsÓ criterion will win  
the Contest. Sponsor reserves the right to advance any number of Entries for the Finalist 
Review, and further reserves the right to advance any number of Finalists for Student 
Voting if, in its sole discretion, it does not receive a sufficient number of eligible Entries of 
sufficient quality and/or Sponsor is unable to verify eligibility of Movies. 

 
Finalist Materials Upload  
All Finalists will be required to upload their entries to Math-O-Vision. 
Uploaded Movies must meet all specifications for submissions as listed in Sections 1 
and 2. Finalists must fill out and return all informational requests and the Affidavit of 
Legal Release to the Math-O-Vision Sponsor by 9:29:59 a.m. ET 4/27/15.  
 
Relative to such posting of  his/her Finalist Entry/Movie, each Finalist further 
acknowledges and agrees that: (a) while Sponsor will seek to accurately present his/her 
Finalist Entry/Movie on the web site, the Finalist Entries/Movies as posted on the 
Contest Website may differ from the Finalist Entries/Movies as originally submitted by 
(Finalist) Entrant due to technological malfunction/error/defect/limitation/modifications 
and Sponsor shall have no liability related thereto; and (b) Sponsor may post Finalist 
Entries/Movies in any order, format or pattern, at its sole discretion, and such 
order/format/pattern may or may not be varied by Sponsor in its sole discretion; see also 
“Additional Information About Posting of Finalist Entries” below. Finalists are prohibited 
from obtaining votes for their Finalist Entries/Movies by any fraudulent or inappropriate 
means, including, but without limitation, offering prizes or other inducements to members 
of the public, as determined by Sponsor in its sole discretion. Subject to verification of 
eligibility and compliance with these Official Rules, the Finalist whose Finalist 
Entry/Movie is ranked the highest according to the above criteria will win the First Prize. 
If potential First Prize winner is disqualified for any reason, the Finalist whose Finalist 
Entry/Movie is ranked second will be a potential First Prize winner (and so on). Other 
prizewinners will be determined in terms of rank order of votes. In each case, if an entry 
is disqualified, other entries will move up in the list. Sponsor reserves the right to not 
award certain prizes if no entry is deemed suitable.  

 
In the event of a tie, ties will be broken by Sponsor from among the tied Finalist 
Entries/Movies, based on the judging criteria set forth above.  



 
Use of script, macro or any automated system to vote with the intent to impair or subvert 
the integrity of the voting process is prohibited and all such votes will be void.  Sponsor 
reserves the right to disqualify any votes in its sole discretion to preserve the integrity 
and fairness of the Contest. 
 
Sponsor reserves the right to not choose winners (First, Second, and/or Third Place). 

 
Additional Information About Posting of Finalist Entries:  FOR ALL POSTED FINALIST 
ENTRIES/MOVIES, THE FINALIST ENTRIES/MOVIES REPRESENT SOLELY THE 
VIEWS/OPINIONS OF THE INDIVIDUAL ENTRANT AND DO NOT REFLECT THE 
VIEWS/OPINIONS OF SPONSOR OR ITS RELATED ENTITIES AND PERSONS IN 
ANY MANNER. SPONSOR IS ACTING AS A PASSIVE CONDUIT FOR THE 
POSTING/PUBLICATION OF FINALIST ENTRIES/MOVIES AND HAS NO 
OBLIGATION TO AND EXPRESSLY DISCLAIMS ANY AND ALL LIABILITY IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH SCREENING, MONITORING OR REVIEWING THE CONTENT 
OF FINALIST ENTRIES/MOVIES. SPONSOR WILL NOT EDIT FINALIST 
ENTRIES/MOVIES PRIOR TO POSTING THEM ON THE WEB SITE FOR PUBLIC 
VOTING. 

6. Finalist Notification & Verification:   

On or around 5/12/2015, potential Finalists will be notified by e-mail and/or phone using 
the contact information provided by Entrant at the time of entry (the ÒInitial NotificationÓ). 
At this time, each potential Finalist will be required to sign and return an Affidavit of 
Eligibility, Release and Indemnification, Grant of Rights, and a Publicity Release where 
allowed by law (ÒFinalist DocumentsÓ).  These items are mandatory to become a Finalist.  

As a condition of becoming a Finalist, each Entrant selected as potential Finalist must meet 
the following requirements and failure to do so may result in disqualification at SponsorÕs 
sole discretion: (A) respond to the Initial Notification before 11:59:59 a.m. ET on 4/20/15 (the 
Initial Notification will occur on or around 4/12/15 using the contact information provided 
when submitting the Entry); the return of any email notification as undeliverable after two (2) 
attempts will disqualify the Entrant; (B) provide Sponsor with satisfactory proof that Entrant is 
the person who submitted the Entry and is a registered student as described in section 1; 
and (C) execute and return the Finalist Documents by 11:59:59 a.m. ET 4/27/15. If potential 
Finalist is disqualified for any reason, he/she will forfeit the opportunity to win a Prize; 
Sponsor shall have no liability to such disqualified individual and the next highest ranked 
Entry/Movie in the Final Round of judging will be deemed a potential Finalist. 

 

7. Prize:  

First Prize: $3,000; Second Prize: $2,000; Third Prize: $750 

Judge's Prize: $500; Honorable Mentions: Math-O-Vision Gear 

JudgeÕs Prize and Honorable Mentions will be awarded to Finalists who did not receive 
enough votes from classrooms to be ranked as winners, but who the Judges believe  



merited a prize. 

Prizes will be awarded solely to the Prize-winning Entrants.  

Number of prizes to be awarded:  

At most: One (1) First Prize, Two (2) Second Prizes, Two (2) Third Prizes, Two (2) 
Judge's Prize, Four (4) Honorable Mentions. 

The Sponsor reserves the right to not award all possible prizes. 

 

8. Conditions of Participation :  

By entering this Contest, Entrants are bound by and agree to abide by these Official 
Rules and the decisions of Sponsor, which are binding and final in all matters relating to 
this Contest. Sponsor will not be responsible for late, lost, incomplete, illegible, 
damaged, garbled or misdirected Entries/Movies/materials. All federal, state and/or local 
taxes are the sole responsibility of the prizewinner. Each prizewinner will receive an IRS 
Form 1099 reflecting the actual total cash prize.  If, for any reason, the Contest is not 
capable of running as planned, including but not limited to: infection by computer virus, 
bugs, tampering, unauthorized intervention, fraud, technical failure or other causes which 
corrupt or affect the administration, security, fairness, integrity or proper conduct of the 
Contest, Sponsor reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to cancel, terminate, modify 
and/or suspend the Contest. If the Contest is so affected, Sponsor will conduct the 
judging and award the prizes in a manner deemed fair, equitable and in accordance with 
the spirit of these Official Rules as determined by Sponsor in its sole discretion. Notice of 
such action by Sponsor will be posted on the Contest Website. Sponsor may take any 
and all actions deemed necessary in its sole discretion to protect its rights (including 
disqualification of Entries/Movies) if Sponsor determines that Entries/Movies have been 
affected or were the result of tampering with the entry process or violations of these 
Official Rules or disruptive or abusive actions. Entrant further agrees not to knowingly 
damage or cause interruption of the Contest and/or prevent others from participating in 
the Contest.  CAUTION:  ANY ATTEMPT TO DAMAGE ANY ONLINE SERVICE OR 
WEBSITE OR UNDERMINE THE LEGITIMATE OPERATION OF THE CONTEST 
VIOLATES CRIMINAL OR CIVIL LAWS.  IF SUCH AN ATTEMPT IS MADE, SPONSOR 
MAY TAKE ANY AND ALL ACTIONS DEEMED APPROPRIATE BY SPONSOR 
(INCLUDING POSSIBLE DISQUALIFICATION OF ENTRANT) AND SEEK DAMAGES 
TO THE FULLEST EXTENT OF THE LAW. No responsibility is assumed for any error, 
omission, interruption, deletion, defect, delay in operation or transmission, 
communications line failure, theft or destruction or unauthorized access to or alteration of 
Entries/Movies; errors, defects or omissions in the advertisement or offering of this 
Contest; or any problems or technical malfunctions of any telephone network or lines, 
computer online systems, servers or providers, computer equipment, software, failure of 
any e-mail or electronic Entry/Movie to be received on account of technical problems or 
traffic congestion on the Internet or at any website or any combination thereof, including 
any injury or damage to EntrantÕs or any other personÕs computer related to, or resulting 
from, participation in or downloading or uploading any materials for this Contest. 
SponsorÕs failure to enforce any provision of these Official Rules shall not constitute the 



waiver of such provision. 

 

9. Waiver/Release of Claims:   

By entering or participating in the Contest, each Entrant ‘‘agrees to release, discharge 
and hold harmless Sponsor, Dartmouth College, and each of their officers, directors, 
employees, agents and representatives (collectively, the “Released Parties”) from any 
and all claims, liabilities, losses and damages, arising out of or in connection with an 
EntrantÕs participation in the Contest, Contest judging and rules interpretations (including 
disqualification determinations), any finalist or prize notification, the acceptance, 
possession, use or misuse of prize (or portion thereof), including any travel or activity 
related thereto, the substitution of any prize (or any portion thereof) or any of the 
Released PartiesÕ use of any of the rights granted to Sponsor or Released Parties in 
connection with the Contest. All federal, state and local laws and regulations apply. 

 

10. Disputes; Arbitration/Choice Of Law:    

Except where prohibited, Entrants agree that: (A) any and all disputes, claims, and 
causes of action arising out of or connected with this Contest, or any prizes awarded, or 
the determination of winners, shall be resolved individually, without resort to any form of 
class action, and exclusively by arbitration pursuant to the Rules of the American 
Arbitration Association, then effective; (B) any and all claims, judgments and awards 
shall be limited to actual out-of-pocket costs incurred, including costs associated with 
entering this Contest but in no event attorneys’ fees; and (C) under no circumstances will 
Entrant be permitted to obtain awards for, and Entrant hereby waive all rights to claim, 
punitive, incidental and consequential damages and any other damages, other than for 
actual out-of-pocket expenses, and any and all rights to have damages multiplied or 
otherwise increased.  All issues and questions concerning the construction, validity, 
interpretation and enforceability of these Official Rules, or the rights and obligations of 
Entrant and/or Released Parties in connection with the Contest, shall be governed by, 
and construed in accordance with, the laws of the State of New Hampshire, without 
regard to its conflicts of law doctrine, and all proceedings shall take place in Grafton, 
County, New Hampshire. 

 

11. Sponsor :  

Neukom Institute of Computational Science, Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH 03755. 

 

12. Name of Prize Winner:    

For the name of the prizewinner, mail a self-addressed, stamped envelope to: Math-O-
Vision Administrator, The Neukom Institute, Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH 03755 

 



 


